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Written from bet own js A 
Appoforment , by her'< 
Friend fAnd Publilhed: 
{uance of her delires, ro ; 
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Is gain bringing her Wi 
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In tears. The unuſual way of-bet 
'£ Hor out of the power of Satan Bt 


i the Kingdow of Chrift, inpreſt fo deeb 
it, © as ( though her he T 
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” AnFpiſtle 
want, yet ) fhecould nut quietly think 


Pr dying, ull ſhe had cauſed as much 
as ( in fo languiſhin =- an eſtate-as ſhe 
was in) ſhe.conld ca!l to mand , to be 
written down, that by the publiſhing of 
if, God mige? be olorifed, and ſouls by 
her exam ceive ſore guidance, 
comfort ande tablyſhment. The greateſt 
© diſceuragemert ſhe berein. mit wit 
was from a ſecrdt lirring of vain 
© oflentation, which ſhe was ſo great an 
enemy to , as ſhe ſometime thought it 
were better not to let theſe things be 
own thay, to excline to ſeek her _ 
name in 7 them. Put þþ WE ed 
het i i if a Chriſtian ſl ould omit 
tt! 


he be perfect lyFree fron ſinful Jo 


| © feeling; no duty ſhould be done on this 
[77 Heaven. « berefore fre proceeded 


in her urpoſe ,. only deſiring that her 
name ſheuld not be printed with it. 


1Þt. would fl. a bigger book , than this 
(x bieh, 


edireled to be written ) to 
| F 5s gy conf in ber its full 


ne 6: 
POLE 23; ws. | 


? 


LL 45. brevity ; — 
:olhgics 
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' ring of enemies very uneaſtly , but the + 4 


ftancer,, I never 
ſuch a Child, ſuch a Y 


to the? + 


which yet I az not-under ſo ftridf, an 

Obligation,as to make me wholly ſilent, iP 
while I bive a duty to diſcharge t0a': 7 
Saitit, whoſe Faith,though ſhe be dead, - 
ſpeaketh ſo exprediog B62. Perntit © 


me then eos ber Charad tr truly, 
and ſhortly, y | 


In freedom from gvile ſhe was , ad. | 
if ſhe had been twin ſiſter to Naths- 1 
nicl, azd ſole-daughter and heretrix” ** 
to plain: hearted Jacob. -' .Love to 
Chriſt and his Members pleat ft hot. 
in n—_ 


ein a pYrba to the phy 


- of her life. She did bear the ſu Suſfe- 


wants bf friends and relations(+ =" oo 
cially if they were in Criſt ) mingled * 3 
her ple«ſent things with gall and * 
wormwood. Except in 4 veryſew in- 

kriew fe a | Fife 4, 


ther-iu-law,juch «. 
and ardency. of love; . 
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An Epiſtle _ . 
ta this luke-warm agetoloſe ſuch a-pat- 
terp in the prime of her dayzs S$mcb 
was her felf denial Eumility, and con- 

ſtant ſence of ſin, as ſeldom did any 
ſound come from her lips, in which ſhe 
did not compliin of , and, condemn 
her ſelf : and in private jt was her 
_ conſtant praffite. Never ſuch a ſin- 
ner pardoned and faved, was her 
daily cry. ; 

In the deſcription of netural and 
m0ral 'Excellencies, T have ſeem Fo- 
lumes written of Subjes much infe- 
rior; I ſhall fats fie my ſelf in ſazmg 
only,: That in ber T have ſeen an end of 
thoſe PerfeGions.. 

The heart and bowels are of great uſe 
3m Nature , being both architeGonical 
parts,” and the ſeat of affetions, They 

were int ber of ſo tender a compoſition, 
% all of her earthly. tabernacle at 

mo deeply woun - 
Sufjerers, who 


ded at the calamities, 
ſometimes 01 072 je. ſometimes 07. 
v ao T by ,< ID I 
”" avether , this divided Kingdom hath 
* KS ; I geo \ , : expoſed 


them commenced > be 


. ® 
©, 22 
2 2.4 
, ae © 
Pee 
: C - 
_”_ 4 


| 


ro j l wt” [© . 


expoſed tothat condition. Without . 
repentance I am aſſured God will bave | 


an account of her blood of many in- 
ſtruments of cruelty , who little think, 
they had any hand in it : (ins of igno- 
rance being in their nature no more 
venial than thoſe againſt knowledge 
though they are leſs heinows. 

Her eyes were wholly deprived 
their beloved reſt from Friday mig 
til Tueſday afternoon , when death 


cloſed them , ſo far as thoſe about her 


could diſcern, Much about two compleat 
dayes and nights ſhe wreſtled under 
more immediate gripes of death:and it 


was , that what God had in ſo great | 


plenty given ber , might have- its due 
exerciſe for his glory. It was indeed a 
time of ſharp tryal , but not the leaſt 
prevailing againſt her faith and pati« 
ence, Her ſaying was , My pains 
great, but God is good (till, H 

ſtrains Satan from troubling mein 


the leaſt, 1 feel no raviſhingjoy,-. ; 


but Ihaye ſetled jon ia believi 


- : 


& Te- 


M4 4 DO" 
; - Sag 
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I was \wont'to be troubled at, the 
cotſiderition of the putrcfation 


of twy body ia the grave, that it 


muſt be ſeparated from the ſociety 


of ted , aud be wrapt up indark- 


ne(s,but Fam now beyond all thoſe 
things, and log to be at reſt. 

Ig words t0 this purpoſe ſhe oft ex- 
preſt ber 1ind.Once ſhe ſaid It is hard 


* work to be under the Arreſt of 
Death,as I am, with all my ſcnces in. 
their free exerciſe. She oft expreſſed ' 
fear of being beld long under thoſe” 
pains; yet with child like ſubmiſſion, 


like that of Chriſt when he j razed, that 
the Cup might Pa trom him, which 
he was drinking. And they were both 
beard in the thing the; feared; for tbe 
* Cup paſſed from Chriſt ſo ſoon as his 
prayer was ended: and her patience was 
protratted;till Death had ſet ker free. 
Or the Monday morning before ſhe 


dyed,a wortby Friend of 


Mr. Cary!. hers,andchoice Miniſter 
-,* gf the Goſpel, cametoſee 


ber , 


wa going znto,and the way God had led 


her in unto it, and prayed with ber. 
When | e had taken his leave, ſhe told” 
me, ſhe perceived be was ſent of God to 
ſcatter ſome Clouds that were gather-._ . 
ing about her, when he came in, but bg + 
gracious Words hi4 chaſed away that. 
darkneſs. During the ſeven years. 
wherein 1 enjoyed her , ſhe would very * 


frequently iſſue forth 7n diſcourſe -of | 


Eternity, and often would ſay , What 


(hall I do whenT come to lanch 1n-" 
to that Ocean ? The frequent con- 
templation of it made it caſte to her at 
laſt: for when her time came to change. 

her ſtation. ſhe did it with ſuch chear- - 
fulneſs that her dear Friends and Ac ' 


quaintance ſeeing her had their ſorrow 
Jor parting with it ballanced with Joy, 


So deep was the fence ſhe bad of the - 


ſlate of ſouls departed,in regard of the 
unchangeableneſs of their condition, as 


IT have knows her ſhed plenty of tears 
oper, 7 
thoug, : | w” p 


h 


for ſome, whoſe live; gave little 


Pp. 1P- off- Witte: 


her ; and ſþtke to her of the Glory te | 
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though ſhe had no relation to theme. 
New? needed other attraFive of hey 
love,than to walk with God , and en- 
deavour to reſcue ſouls fromSatan. $he 


loved Children exceedingly, and could 


not bear therr harduſage, and would 


frequently ſay, ſhe Aut the name of 


a Mother-in-law , and could not en- 


dure tothink her ſelf in that FOOnee, 


. becauſe it was generally the occaſion of 


| fo much cruelty and wrong. When ſhe 
met with any poor child, whoſe counte- 
ance and habit declared bis conditi 
on hard ; Look on that poor child , 
faid ſhe , 1 fear it hath a Mother-in- 
law. She aclighted mmch to talk with 
Jourg ones, end was wry aſſrduons to 

take orgalion; ; 74 open their damnable 
it He by. | #0 them. and the reme- 


ay rye Fc 0h fs alwajes did in 


Boy 3 


F .- p10 f Kppvrer, as þ 
| py "44 be wpliſhedo 

By” NM akyThat ever I 
Fs (thzs par: of 
Feb 2pon with an un 


w 


der- 
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to the Reader. 


dervaluing eye For if ( among other 
ſubjefds) the Kingdom of Heaven com- 


fijt of little ones , then thoſe that ſh w 


them the way to it , will doubtleſs ſhine 
like tars for ever and yer, 

I was much more benefited by her 
example in the pradick part of *hrifti- 
anity (and therein the truevalue and 
dignity of it conſiſts ) thay Twas able 
to requite in contributing to ber know- 
ledge in the Theory of it , of which be- 
refit notwithſtanding ſhe made menti - 
01, frequently achnowledging Goa's 
mercy to her in it. | 

If it be ſaid by ſome (and I make no 

ueſtion it will be , or at leaſt thought 
for the ſtnſul mind of man will ſuggeſt 
any thing , to ſecure it ſelf ſrom Canvi- 
Gon of being in a carnal, -periſhing , 
dammable ſtate alltbe time it 5s ſa )the... 
Devilwas once very ſtrong in this Wo- 
man , he tempted her to great ſins,and 
brought her almoſt to deſpair. Ithank 
God Almighty , he never had fo much 
power over mezT have cver been good 1 i 
veper; 2M 
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An Epiſtle 
' hope : if you call this Converſion, keep it 
to your ſelf, and much good may it do 
you: but God bleſs me,and every good 
body from ſuch a Condition. 

To this I jay in general, that Thave 
not ſuch ſtore of words, as out of then 
Ican pick and chuſe ſome to givethis 

 Objedor his due , he being the ſpawn , 
- - andextrat of folly and ſelf-confidence, 
#” - But that this which hecontemns, is 

Corwerſion , & notoriouſly known to all 
the Children of Wiſdom ;, and it # a 

ate wherein every one that's riot found 
before Death removes his habitation , 
will undoubtedly periſh. 1 ſhall cer- 
tainly meet with hint who agrees not 
with me herein, ataplace , where he 
will be of my mind, 

| The Devil never wat ſo ftrong with 
' me; (ſaith he ) as tolead me into ſuch 
_ diſtreſs. | 

And bow make you that appear © you 
ſnore out the evidence of it in your A- 

'  popleAickh fit : you arewell becauſe you 

feel not your ſickneſs, and whole becauſe, 

WW .. . your 


of 47" an\ 


. OE. | 


"7" toe nader: 


your wound throbs not. Adead man 
may ſo argue, you never knew the Devils 
terrifying rage: that's becauſe you are 
und tis rewgn, Princes levy not War 
againſi Subje&s that pay them due alle 
gianceznor doth the Maſter of the hou/e 
muſter up bis prwers jo lorgas none 
attempt io diſpoſſeſs hi, 1he Keeper 
of apriſon is quiet while his Priſoners 
are ſo , but. if he peeps in at a crevice , 
or by hſlening , perceives them tir ker- 
ing with their Fetters , or making the 
leaſt proviſton for au eſcape, he doubles 
his Guards , and encreaſes their weight 
of Iron. Nay, to deſcend from Men to 
the behaviour of Beaſts , ask Job and 
he will tell thee, Job 6.5. that the wild 
Aſs doth not bray when Le kathgraſ 
enough, nor the Oxe liw ouer his fod.- 
der. Ignorance,in which thou art beld, 
# a Chain long enough to take wn the 
links of every luſt. 1et cryeſt thou, the 
Devil hath not ſuch power over me, _ 
Know wretched man, that the reign of 


fn makes a man ſervant toit : andun-"" | 
known, _ Þ 


% 


* An Epiſtle 
known. undiſtovered luſts fit at moſt 
; eaſe in their 1 hrone,mecting with my Ji: 
 #ndiſturb. d vbedience from their ſub 
| je&s, as having no reſiſtance, ſo mmch 
as fram 4 natural Conſcience ( which 
is the ſole Officer ſet np in a natural 
man to hinder him” from all manner of 
extravagancy , and bratiſh mane. 
Therefore the blindneſs of ſuch a Beaſt 
4 thou irt,leading thee to the Precipice 
of Hell, makes every ſeeing perſon 
tremble,as thou thy ſelf doſt when thuu 
ſeeft a an that hath no eyes walking 
about the brink of a Wet , or Coalpit. 
Some wthout pumpeng pour out buckets 
of Unclemeſs, Blaſphemies,and Execy a- 
twons;willow inthe vomit of Drunken- 
neſs, and multiplyBribery, Injuftice,Op- 
preſſion, and all kind of Cruelty, and 
the burthen 0 the Song mmſt ftill be , 
| [The D-vitts no: o itroung 1n me. |] 
Well 1t4y thoſe think'ſo then,who have 
F efcaped the pollutions of the world in 
> ſuch luſfts. But what ſtrength will theſe 
mes alqw the Devil to have in _ | 
AP | 6 


vs. 
*, . = 
. - 


before they admit him 10 hate any «t 
all 2 whereas in trath the chain of an 
unſanTified eſtate ſecures the Devils 
poſſeſſnon in all who are bell in it. Al 
the Priſoners in Newgate are not 
there for Treaſon, or Murther, yet they 


may be in for that, 1hat will as cer- 


tainly ſend themto Tyburn. 

But ſtill you urge, What make you of 
#4 2 We havepeace, and you that call 
your ſelves the People of God have no 
more : we worſhip God as well as you 
and what would you have ws do 2 

It is trne , you have peace; and 
the People of God have no more, it 


may be not ſo much. The fault 1 find J 


& with the Nature of your Peace. Theit's 
and yours too , is a Peace that paſſeth 
all underſtanding ,but in very different 
ſenſes. For what peaceto the wick- 
ed, ſaith my God ? 


Tox worſhip God as well as they : not 
fo well (Friend) though as nach ; far 


yours is ſuperſtitions , 


al, fihl 
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; your own fancy © theirs the Chlations 
_ of ſpiritu.l inflituted Werſhip to the 
God that made Heaven and Earth , 

- and the wide Sea. . 
Thing! ſtanding thus,ask your ſelves 
. how it will fare with you. when yeu muſt 
exchange your well-adorned Galleries, 
for the dark and cloudy Walks of tem- 
. poral and eternal Death: Tour plea- 
» fant bathing Tubs for Rivers of bur- 
ning Pitch ; when thoſe Veins and 
Arteries of your Bodies, wherein hedl- 
thy blood, and lively ſpirits ride cir- 
.Cuit.” ſball be filld with Fire and Brim- 
one, and this ſtate td endure for ever, 
4 fear then you will find the Devil 
ſtrong in you, and that « good conditi- 
92, thatyon pray God to deliver you, 
and every good body from. Give me 
leave in the mean while to advance my 
Pr yzer againſt yours , that God would 
tring every loſt Soul into the ſaving 
. fence of its loſtneſs : and that theſe 
Y wy might fall into your Conſtiences, 
- © #nd remain in the wound till ou 
47 as - ba > So 
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| to the Reader, 


be drawn out by the hand of the Spirit, 
and healed by the Blood of the Croſf-- 
And let thoſe read here the great Works 
of God (and be comforted , 
. and hebliedy whoſe ; feng 
happineſs (in the deſpiſed way of grace) 
is ſerared , aſſuring themſelves, that , 
he that hath begun a good work in 
them , will perfe® it : in no wiſe 
caſting them away that come to him, 
or failing to ſave to the utmoſt allthas 
come to God by bim, It is true, the 
gate is ſtrait and the way narrow that 
leadeth to Life, not ſo much in it ſelf, 
but from blind ſinful ntan,who chooſes 
any of the broad wayes that fix preſents * 
before it. The difficulties tha at this holy - - 
Woman found in it , ſhe hath berede« on 
Y claredjanddirefed to be madephblic "E | 
| partly to bear her Teſtimony. Is "A 
, thoſe who think otherwiſe. She was." TY 
4W+ careful that it might be in terms that ' 
| ſhould give no juſt offence , fearing ts' = 
offend the } e Graak Church, , = 
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of Chriſt, aud endeavouring, ſo mych 
as ſhe could without þ ſim, to comply 
with all , that ſhe might gain ſome : 
A to which end, though ſhe wrote it no# 
. | with her own band ( 2s being too infirm 
3 Forſuch a work , yet having diGated it, 
ſhe oft P—_ and cauſed ſome 
alterations te be made in it, after they 
were wrote + ſothat a Will wrote by a 
3! L awyer or Serivener,is no leſs truly the 
Teſtators than this. was hers. 

- Before Tend this Preface, give me 
leaveto inform you into what fame li- 
arity' ſhe was groan with Death , ſome 
munths befure ſhe met withit. [tis 
called'in $cr:pinre, the King of Ter- 


: "Y - and theſe jom: t1merwho bave attained 

ew bis Soveraignty, bound this Le- 
viathan for his Handmaid to play with, 

am mace tt ber ſervant , inſomnch- as 

; ne her Fathers man fent to 

nl AD v.., ES > _Fceb 


-. Tars, und notoriouſly known to have - 
zawazca the buldeſt Conſtitutions; yea,” 


laps ans meaſ1 ures grace, But God, | 


np, prays. oy —_—— —_— 


tothe Reader.: 


fetch her from School: And #por 4 
t:me,about two wonths before ſhe dyed, 
ſitting with her , ſhe fell into this diſ- 
courſe with 13+ My dear ( ſaid ſhe) 
{hall be io' Heaven this' Winter, Þ 
pray take c#reof this poor body of 
mine whenl am dead; for Death 
cannot ſeparate it from Chriſtzand+ <- 
therefore fee that it beuſed come-" 
ly. Let me beg yottto'cloſe minE 
eyes your ſelf, and Jet tot fooliſh" 
pathon keep you from rejoyeingat* 
my happineſs in that hour. Letity 

chin be kept from falling , by pin- 
ning the ends of my pinner under 
it; and when itis ſtiff-with cold; 
then leave them looſe, but puton 
ho mufler. When I am put 1n = 
Coffin, raiſe my head with a ſmall. 


« © 
» - 
$ a1 » 


pillow, and turn it to one ſide,that:**” + +5 


It may reſemble ſleep, and as little 

of ghaſtlineſs appear in it as may 

be. Wereit your lot to depart be- 

fore me , I would do the likefor 
B 2 you 


as Epiſtle, Cc. 


you arid moreznot out of hardneſs 
of heart, but intire love. As incon- 
fider able as this may ſeem, I know not 
why it ſhowld not be here recorded, as 
wel/ as Joſeph's charge to bis Brethrerx 
concerning his bones in the Scripture, 
being an a of Faith as his was, Beiwn 

rot like ever to meet with ſuch a ſubs 
je# whilſt 1 live, 1 wonld willingly 
make this Entry larger; but mine 
heart ſo much aſſets mine eyes , that 
| T cannot ſee to hold open the door any 
longer. 
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- $ Y Birth being in a Family 
ly |+ » ”T& which (according to the va- 
7 Al: S lue put upon things of that 
af I © nature) 15 able to make as 


large a demonſtration ofAn- 

1» riquity, from honourable Anceftors, as the 

generality of that rank of Perſons can do z 

I had withall,the Bleffing'of that wor amore 

init, which might free me from bei 

diſhonour to it , being bred in the befi Sad 

moſt ingenious wayes, that that place, and | 

— | the difiraQtion ofthe times, by reaſonof | 

1 civil Wars ( which began in my Child- 

( 1 hood, and continued till my grown Age ) 

could afford. 

It was (to the beſt of ny remembrange) 

N- | aboutthe tenth year of my age , when God . | 
|| (whois rich in mercy) began to declares {.——< 

Gfgaupon me , —_ the w_ 2 
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his Counſels b:fore the foundations of the 
Wagld warcglaids, of bringing ;rge to the 
knowledge of himlclf in the face of Jcſus 
Chrift ; to whom though I was born an E- 
n:my,ayd of whote Natures, Perſons, Ofh- 
c's- 3hd/ Ordwances. I was Gupidly igno- 
rant, yet by the work of his own Spirit, 
and « ﬀf-uyl reachings of ir I became (o 
well acquainted with thoſe great Myftc- 
'xes in the truc ſubſtance of them, and 
har without: the! ordioary help of mans 
teaching ( of which that place was want- 
ing!) as I was thereby inthe infancy of my 
life enablcd to receive the: farisfaRtion of 
a' Mediator , tothe jultihcation of my per- 
Gn, and the Spirit of the (ame Medator 
for the ſanctthcariggyot my nature, and chat 
ſome years before 1 undcriicod them in 
their diftin@ and proper terms. Upon this 
f choice and tignal Love,T cannor think at 
any. cre ({crioully , without waſhing the 
kect: of bum, with Fears, who leved me,and 
wathed m: ia his own Elood ?: To him be 
Gloxy far cvers. 4 | 10 bot , | 
The method which the holy (Ghoſt.uſed, 
[1 dringing me (o0(G0d thigh Chili, was 
tha-which he obſerves in-the ordinary-exg,, 
ecrtbaLof his work. as Lhavedintebien 
inlozmed by; Ecaghers/of the Gaſpel., und 
$i Poe * 1 CXpC- 
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2 Chriſtians, wieh-whom then © 
| had not che like acquaintances, andacwis + 
firſt by convincing me of fin, andithen of 
righteouſneſs; the manner thus. Satan 
mingled his ecmptation with actuidiſh dif- , 3 
poficion of waggery in me, and thirred: me © 
up co hurt one of my Brothers in his fl: :tþ, 
out of no reaſon, but an inclination tv do 
harm. God ( who wants not means to + 
break the Serpents head ) took accafion® 
from hence to preſent me with the view 
of my .nature , how vile it was ,«thatiit 
ſhould be aRting in me to provoke me to 
hurc an innocent Babe in his ſlcep, yea, 
Brother , who was as dear to me as mine 

own litc. 

A window being thus opened, plenty of. - 
Light ſhed it (elf in , whercby L was dif © 
covered to my (elf, and that diſcovery was ' 
attended with ſo much terrour , andfſence ** 3 
of eternal wrath from God, due to we;"e 4 
guilty ſinner , as the Bed I then lay upon _; 
afforded me no caſe; from which-I arofe: | * 
in the dark and (ilcnt night , to lamunit my Fo S: N 
ſelf and wofal fate : It was a dreadtul: ny, >. 
never to be forgotten of me, + +43. 

Satan finding himſcifandcr fo | uneupts 58 = 
Qed defeat , purſued "his-worki : 
—— the "work 4 anewigER 
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mdiea ſoul with plenty of fiery Darts. 
The tizf thar he prefi me to, was Murther, 
and that of any near Relations; this by the 

- afſitiance of God , I ſoon caft- out, being. 
convinced how 1wpious , abominable and 
unnafuralit was to defiroy my beſt Friends. 
Then he urged me to make away my (cif | 
as a Repcobate withouwhope : but this T \ 
lookcd atas mere unnatural than the other. i 
Nature (as polluced as it was) flood ama- 
zcd, andexcralſcd great reJuQancy againſt | 
theſc bloody Temptations. | 

- Neverthelfs,perplex'd | was in a dread- 

- ful mealure, and knew not what to do: ( 

Golpel I was 1gnorant of, though Þ had | 

” *gead it often + tor the vaile was over wy 

> heart,and the Scriptures were to mea Book | 

” .Claſpcd up, having neither from Sermons or 
= Conferences ever* reccived help or light , 
. whereby {p v:tually ro underfland chem 1 

-without which they are but a dead and z 

deadly letter. | 
+: Focommunicate my condition to any, | 

1 judged. jt molt unadviſcd 3 beczuſe I | 

knew none that undettiood it. For, for 

thoſe of ay: acquaintance who I did think 
 - . knew K'2. 4 way to Heaven, I had 

-- . Slways rela .-— —_— wonnds 
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if the wound were doepes Sore Pray 

ting /than ordinery , then they eficcmed 
them. maddiſh upon whom it was, and = 
thatit befel ther for being guilty of ſome y 
foul ſecret fin , worſe than themſelves had © 
ever committed. And 1 did fear if they 
knew my caſe, they would think no bet- 
ter.on't.. In which reſpeR 1 was very care» 
ful to hide it from them, 

Being at this ſet, I turned aſide from 
my black thoughts , and (aid to my heart, 
(as Solomon in another caſe ) Goto, I'will 7 
fry thee with mirth. I fought diverſion is 
merry company , and would thereby have” 
abated the rage of my guilty conſcience, 'as 
Cain ſought to do by building of Cities. - 3 

This remedy cncreaſcd the difea(e, - for. b 
it multiplicd fn in me, and God thercupon 
multiphed my forrows. . 

Fhe Way being by his Providence thus 
yy up with thorns about _ I knew * 
not how £© get out. - This at es 

he diſcovered to me , that a wonlboney; 
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der. clear ;conviction of the cruch of ic. 
Thenithought I ,-If I would have my fins 
pardoned , and get God to be my friend, I 
malt ſerve him better than I have done 
Act. Here I fell moſt intently upon ſeck- 
jog Rightcouſneſs by the works of the 
Law. I rcad the Bible and the Pradice 


of Picty , and ſuch other Books as I could 


get , that treated of a godly and devout 
converſation. I ſet upon private Prayer , 
and-,' as a helpto it., gvt Prayer-books 
which 1 did ulc , having bcen fo ignorant- 


ly educated as to know no better. 


++ From theſe written Prayers I' cannot 


©” ſay 4 found not any help , but verylittle 
-- Jamifarc, they bcing toodull and lazy a 


way to quicken a poor foul "that was gaſ- 


- -- ping for life, When Chuldren! are very 
= - young they will ſwallow meat of the 
#* © Narſes chewing, but when they arc grown 
-mdhave teeth, they uſe them, and loath 


thac-which is preparcd. by others. 'Thus it 
was with-me in this cafe , having then no 


" prejudice begotten in me againk chem, by 


epnverſing with.ghoſe that were formerly 


©» called Furiteus,,  S{Qtaries., ' Sobiſmaticks , 
:*. and now 
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62d the Booka, Butt 1 4+-dibdoge 
conlcience upon MY- Rs. mn 


ring My cxperjcnge, for the 

ſuch as negd, it; praying; == 
the Tefiimony. of. a ,poor conſumed: d 
creature ,. might prevails with: thaſei, 
whom the knqwledge hexeot Aon oj; 
wha think it wprſhipenough to xexde over 
a Prayer pertain. timey in a day;,! (0:dificink 2 
their _ condition beforevit 18” ppt cures. 14 
haye, nor parts; and if Lhed , 1 would:not © 
here imploy they to diſpote-the point of; 
tinted forms of Prayer , invented by ſome © 
for the ulc of others... Qoly'this 1 did 'exs - 
perience, that the zmmediage (giogroind 
and longing defizes gf my bgert;,. forme» © 
times expreli without moxds, fometime i ut 
ſuch words as. occurred ta. my memory; 
were graciouſly anſwered, and conſequent. 4 
; Copa of, God; and conſequently to 4 
that wrought by his Spuit, whole offigews 

to be an Advocate in us ,,as Chriſt w-fos : 
us, lt the blind carnal wozld zhunkiand _ 
{peak what. they pleaſe ra the ,gohtratyy 
— My.wants-were fuch, as I tound no . 
Prayer/\that;rook ,notige of rheen-2- an 
whether thoſe, Fogm-makers. ever: 
them, er.no;)I:,vill.got judges bu 
Form ulkes weRas. how, vnek gl 
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& 4 Thilieve they > their 
crutches , and (cramble forward with their 

ownlegs: I think their diſtreſs would nor 
allow. them' time to look for a book. A 
Priſoner condemned at the Bar begs for 
- his Liſe, without the help of a Petition 
” - Written; and was my cafe. 

7 But toretnrn from this digrefſion to the 
_  velation of che fiate I Rood in at this time, 
-* Tt was, as [ ſaid a little before , a Rate of 
” righteouſneſs by perſonal obedicnce ; for 
, Ewas them of the works of the Law, as the 
t Apolile's phraſe is, Gol. 3. 10, 1 lay, of the 
-. works of the Law, as ofa trade in which 
{- ITthought to carn eternal liſe , and conſe- 
- yguently-l was under the curſe, becaule it 
{ #s written, Curſed & every one that continuoth 
> wot in all things written in the book of the 

- Law, to do thew. 

|: Jri is nothing I can boaft of, and very 
}- Hetle T canfay , as to whatl did in this 
0 eaſe, to render my ſelf well- —_— to 
God, and acceptable in his tight : 

\ what 1 could | did in works of piety _ 
$$ I thought moſt reverently of 


gn Een | diſcern a 


tation being no leſs kindled' __—_ 
_— , clpccially thoſe —_— were 
the Clergy. What then ubſcrved 
forme of that rank, was then', is fill , 
for ever will be the abhorrency of my Gul 
but to mention it I am'aſhamed. 
py Englant , whoarnt greatly infeſted 'withh 
this generation. For, if Salt bath Iſt iff + 
ſevour , wherewith (bl it beſeaſoned? and © 
if the blind lead the blind , bath nuft ks I 
the ditch. 4 
I was for ſome years tofſed:in this Sex 
Where I found no calm , "nor ti Se; þ | 
to caſt anchor in; having the knowle 
offm , but not of grace, I judged {Lol 
the worſt of finners , and oft wiſh'd Lye = 
never been born: crang wy by oh hav / 
wiſh. Walking fomeri 
my fellows were in the pleaſure __ 
childiſh ſports, I ce Oh cher blefſed-in .- 
compariſon of m 2$ not g 
of ſuch fins as I was guil _— = 
Reps did the work of A mien | 
_ — for fin proceed: in mes, 
And tot t precipice was I brought , that 
dogs God put under his hens tend Gorey 


4 Wy 
popearing, .bpfore the Judgement' Seat-of 
Chtif came irito my taind-. . 

» The ifizl} [repreſentation A had. of hiew-, 
Was, chat to: him was commited che Jodg? 
mear of. the great Day,, and that he would 
exercils that, Autbonity to my Condern-! 
matior,/unlefy! I obtaincd; mercy. and: far; 
your framihia. New! notwithſianding/k 
had off read the: fiory of Garilis falfcrings,) 
and wepit in teallipy it, bring: gready af-: 
feqcd with it, and had a very highreves: 
rence abbutthe/Sacrament:ofl his 'Suppet , 
beaingcthficuredito .ptcſeavdthe memorial 
of thoſe fufkrings:; (Yet: now I. perieiver 
and hivedogellong:) thatthoſe were bat 
pallions working upon\an-objca 
 igrentiforrows:,”: butino fanGificdaffeRi- 
qna', moved: through'a duc: fence of cho 
|  Mybriddrions/ cauſe of Chriſt's paſſion , and; 
+ Confcquedtly- altogethet! Sithout any {a- 
'” Wop knowledge of hiths vEet uch as re 
_- femtilertic in'cbat framerofhheart:,: know , 
thar' they deab with Chriſt, as Heattiens do | 
with theibagol gods +! . 
”  :Now: before B had: this foncar a diſcs 
» ve: of Chritti, all nty-care. was £0 pleaſe”: 
®* Godowithousihis: mediation © For I did . 
think Himiar 1gcact withime alrcady {and : 
b: thee ry organs 1a my love - 
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to him, expreſſing it (If in the mannet 
before related. + & | 
This T have fince much obſerved'to be 
the caſc of poor ſenſleſs fouls, nevereF- 
feQually -touch'd with the fenice of fin ; 
The title of a Chriftian andthe cotnmord 
notion of Chrift } quiets and pleaſes thenit | 
ſufficiently ,- ſaying in 'cfe&, Let” us 'g& 
with thee and bear thy name, bat we wilt 
cat our own bread; "But God left me'not 
to this: paſs, but cauſed the real Majtfiy 
and greatneſs of his Soni 'fo to breakout 
upon me ,' as to convince me that'the farny 
honour was due to him that was due-ro the 
Father 3 and that T muſt apply' to”. 
as the- onely Pezce-maker and Mediator 
betweed God and my foul.  Atthis tiing 
was the Scripture fulfilled in riſe"; which! 
Gaith'; No wan cometh ro'1he Pather bub Wy" 
the Son; and upairi , No men comerh route 
except the Father draw bim. 4 54 
Satan,from whom before this time T had! 
reccived\no temptation concerning*Chrilt,! _ 
( like # Lyon in's ſeeming fleep')" roult!, 
himſelf with: gratfiry andrage ; thatifl 
poſkbleht'imight keep me from believitigs” 
and clofing with God in « Coverinit ' of | 
Grice; "The fir Rruple tit coffin wit 
With whatſafety or | 
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(16). 


4 Chong heppineſs upon him , 
MF whom (© Queſtion was in the 


world, ihokes he were the Son of God 
or no 

To help my (cif againſi this , I read the 
_ Hiſtory of in in the Evangeliſs, but could 
" Bot do it peaccably , for ths blaſphemics 
injetcd by Satan into my thoughts 'con- 
cerning him:By this means, the old wound 
of my Conſcience , not yet healed , began 
agtin to throb and bleed afrc(h : Fairn , 
'Whict carnal people ſpeak of as if they 
wore itin their Pockets, I found hard, 00 
adegrec of dithculty next impoſlible : 
cs. prefi vehemently aftcr Faith , = 
und no adherence to'or reſting on Chriſt, 
which I could p:rceive or take comfort 
from : For. whitc I reed, meditated of, and 
Gughr co-]:fas Chriſt, I could find nothing 
but unbclieving , undervaluing- thoughts, 
parily ariſing fron mine own heart , and 
partly cattin by.Satan. At length, having 
ſpent many (ad and weary hours in ſearch- 
ing,.1 met with che Parable of the unjuſt 
Fudge; xccorded, Lake 18. 1, 24 3, &c- un- 
_ which Chrilt. recommends to ey; cual 
"VF ty in prayer, from the example ofhim, 
NJ _ admin! red Juſtice to a poor Widow, 
| % -*-t0 free him; oy, the troable he Now. / 
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ſiw ſhe would give him, th 
not God, nor regarded Man, The Spiritof 
God (et this ſo hotne upon me, as clofing 


the book ſuddenly, I faid within my (elf, 
Is iteven ſo! then Lord I will never give 
thee reft, but my ſoul ſhall with thy graci- 
ous Aﬀiifiance, follow hard after thee till 
I have found the thing I ſcek. Upon this I 
found ſome dawnings of Faith and Hope 3 
yet was this twilight ſoon made dark by 
the advantage Satan took of my weaknefs, 
to recover in what degree he could: his al-- 
moſt loft poſſeſſion.” To the beſt of my re- 
membgsance | was « xerciſcd in this manner, 
with various diſquietments, for the ſpace 
of three years; which while I revolved ih 
my mind meditating on my<ondition,'an 
walking alone, this Scripture was fuggct- 
ed to mc, For « little mement bave I bid my 
face from thee, but with everlaſting kindneſs 
will I return to thee, ſaith the Lord. Ar the 
firſt view I knew it to be Scripture, butun- 
derſtoond it not under the notion of a Go- 
ſpel-promiſe, as being then unacquainted. 
with that term But this was not more pers 


'tinent than f(caſonable ; che Conſolation 


iſſuing from it, being impreſt very arep 

upon me, I fell to reaſom fromit 3; What if 

God hides his face from me for a ſealo 
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£ Þ . _ hich I think long ? > admit all my dayes, 
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(18) 


yet, it is but a moment to Etcrnity ;, and 


the ha ppinels of being xeceived into favour 


ar-laſt, will ſwallow up all my grief ja the 

interim, and that in a moment to be ſurc, 
The Hifiory of Sr.Paul's Converſiow, was 

a great inducement to my Faith alfo at this 


fire, In the firength of that, which I had 


by chis means obtained, I reſolved to go 
forewarg, waiting the good pleaſure of the 
Lad for further manifeſtations. 

| The next efizbliſhment I received, was, 


by reading the Rory of one cured by Chritt 


of Blindneſs, Joh 9g. In xcading which 
'Chepter, I obſcrved the--manner of the 
.cure, and the conſequence of it. 

; I took notice of the behaviour of the 
hypocritical, rebellious, gain-ſaying Pha- 
riſees, towards hym on whom the miracle 
was wrought, and of, their opprobrious 
Blaſphemies againſt him'that wrought it. 
I found my hezrt cleavirg to the man that 
was healcd for owning Chriſt, and my ha- 
txed Kkindled againſt them, who vpon this 
occaſion, did reproach and vilific him. Yet 
withall, the old Te«mpter played his game, 
ycxing me with jnfinuations, that far ought 


'D, þ know the Phagiſecs ſpake true of him, 


log hereby put into an unquict mn, I 
Te 
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Gate lamenting the hardneſs of my heart, . = 
and Concluding 1 could not obtain Merc. 


at his hand, of whom I was apt to cnter- 
fain ſuch baſc thoughts : Hereupon, tho- 
row wearinels, and heavinefs bf (pirir, I 
fell into a ſlumber, in which Chriſt ſeem» 
cd to appear to me, with his breaft pen, 
and Blood iſſuing out as Watex from a 
Fountain, and uttered theſt words, vis, 
Come, drink freely, and be ſatfied. Upon this 
invitation, I ſcemed to draw near to him, 
and to drink of his Blood abundantly, and 
with great pleaſure 3 continuing till thitft- 
ing, and drinking, while I awoke frotri 
ſlcep,and found my (elf gaſping for breath, 
and foul and body refrc{ht as with a rich 
Cordial : My ſoul was hereby greatly melt- 
ed with love to Chriſt, for condeſcend- 
ing to me in (o great a (trait, with ſo much 
tenderneſs and tamiliarity z and I did re- 
folve to bclieve in him with the ſame ecar- 
neftnefs with which in my dream I feem- 
ed to drink-in his Blood. From that time 
I began to have the fenfe of his Love, and 
enjoyment of his Preſence : yet not with< 
out oppoſition; for Satan inſtantly flept 
in, and told me it was but a dream 3 and 


would 1 be fooliſh as to bottom Souls - 


comfart upon dreams ? | 
C. 2 I ag- 
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(20) 
I anſwered, That I would not contend 
about the nature of this dream, but ſure I 
was, that when I was awakcned out of it, 
God did,enable me to belicve more ſicd- 
fafily than before; and this I looked upon 
as a found argument ofcomfort. 

" Aﬀer this [ continued with much more 
- Peace, Light, and direQion whence to 
fetch Peace of Conſcience, than I had for- 
merly been acquainted with, till the Forge 
of H-ll had formed another Weapon to 
break this Work in me ; which was by per- 
ſwading mc, That the Scripture was not 
the Word of God, but meerly of man's in- 


vention : and if (o, it was but an imagina- | 


ry Chriſt I believed in, and a faincd faith 
I rook comtort from ; Nay, and further, 
that it the Scriptures were not of God, nor 
_ Clift a rcal Siviour, then was there no 


God at all, and fo all my labour loft in. 


ſeckiog him. Thus the Devil coucht his ar- 
guwent, making one thing very dependent 
on ana(her.For certainly if there 18 a God, 
he hath revealed himſelf; and if not in 
the Scriptures, no where. To this »sflurance 
God hath now in grcat mercy brought 
mc? but in the infancy of my Convcrfaon, 
it was not fo with me, For fo far was I left 
to the cloſe purtuic of my fpiritual _ 
Þ | _ 
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and ſunk fo low under his firong AC * 
faults, as I ſcemed ſomerime to conclude» 
There was neither Hcaven nor Hell, God 
nor Devil. Behold how pittious 8 Crea- 
ture was I ! who without God's ſpecial 
Alfifance, ſhould have been led to detcr- 
mine againſt mine own trycd cxpericnce, 
in things more certain than thojs objects 
about which ſenic is converſant ! For be- 
fore this I had cnjoyed the Preſence of 
God, and ſome tafic of his heavenly Com- 
forts z and felt the power of Satan with 
ſome ſcorchings of hellfh anguiſh. But 
remaining under this ditireſs, doubting 
whether there was a God, yet thinking 
there was, and honouring thoſe that walk- 
ed conſcionably, becauſe I ſuppoſed they 
knew it, I pitcht upon this 3 If rhere be 8 
Devil, farcly there is a God. Ladenyjon, 
though I were of a very timerous nature, | 
I oft reſorted into dark and loneſome. pla» 
ccs, hoping to (ce the Devil, as a means to 
convince ime that there was a Gad,'. ©) 
This is put down, to ſhew the extremity 
of my Temptation, and folly of fecking 


that way of rclicf. While L was under this 


Teryal, 1 perccived, that by it Satan en- 
deavoured to - bring me to a licencious 
courſe of life, For if no God, nor Devil, 
C 3 
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(22) 
Heaven nor Hcll, what need a min care 
what 'he (peaks, thinks, or doth, furthcr 
than to accompliſh his luftful defi 1gns, and 
ſatisfie the ficſh ? Let them conſider whole 
works they do,and what their wayes with- 
out Repentance will be, wha muſicx up 
Arguments in Print, denying the Eternity 
of the puniſhment of Reprovates. 

Bat to proceed to ſpeak of the firaits 1 
now lay under : In them I endeavoured to 
apply to God 1n Prayer; but ſuch horrid 
Blaſphemics upon that attempt were cafi 
in, as I was greatly diſcouraged to think 
upon him, or draw near to him in any at 
of Worſhip, How fad a time this was, I 
appeal to thoſe who have tafied of the like 
Cup: Ir brought me to this reſolution, 
That if God, about whom I had ſuch con- 
flicts, had a Being (which, for all this, I 
could not wholly be beaten from the be- 
liefof ) and would manifeſt his Favour to 
mein Chriſt, I was willing to be a Vaſſcl 
tothe moſt tyrannical Monarch that ever 
the earth did bcar, all my daycs; or to be 
expoſed to any other ſuffering which he 
ſhould think fit to infli. How unworthy 
am I then, who have received the. accom- 
pliſhmeat of that deſire, and yet want that 
aft:Qion to God, and rejoycing in re 
WAnc 


23) 
which I thought chat Mercy would have 
produced ; yea, notwithſtanding, he hath 
added thereunto, a plentious poſſeffion of 
outward Comforts? I want a heart to hate 
my felf for this, and words'to ſtgnific the 
hatred I feel. How can I appear in che pre- 
ſence of God with ths burthen of ingrati- 
tude, if I were not brought jn by my faich- 
ful High Prict? As- to the means of get- 
ting free from this encounter, thus it was3 
Being brought, through long wreſtling, to 
the very-point of yielding, and giving all 
for loft, like a routed Army, or beaterr man ; * 
freſh firength was minifired tome from 
this Text, No tempt ation bath befallen you, 
but that which # common to man ; but Grd 
is Faithful, who with the temptation; will 
give an iſſue that ye ſhall be able to bear it. 
This Scripture I met with, reading the 
Chapter whercin it isz and 'paufing upon 
it, I took ſpecial notice, that che opinion 
I had long nouriſhed, was,that my cafe was 
peculiar, and none ever like me before. 
This I found to be untrue ; For the Text 
in fo many words, faith the contrary. 
Then, that as my caſe was none-other 
than had befallen others, ſo God was 


faithful, and of his faichfulnefs would give 


me a good ifſue but of it in his due times 
C4 And 
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And I eſpecially note it, as the firſt time 
that ever I did think it to be God's deal- 
wg, to leave ſinners to the buffering of Sa- 
tan and his winnowings; and to the turbu- 
lency of their own ſpirits,as a means to con- 
vert them to himſelf, and ſanQife and fave 
them. This lightI had by medicating upon 
the words, being without the benefit of 
Preachers,* good Books, or cxpericnced 
Chriſtians. 

Aﬀer theſe things, I continued waiting 
onGod in the way of ſfuchdutics as I undcr- 
ood, exercifing my (clf in prayer, reading, 
andthe works of my particular calling, but 
attained to little eflabliſhment in a way of 
abiding comfort, meeting till ſometimes 
with oac temptation,fometimes with ano- 
ther; ſome new, fome old ones repeated, 
according to the- multitude of Satan's fub- 
tilcics, and the opportunities my corrupt 
heart, or iniquities of the time and place 
wherein I hived, miniſtred unto him. 
| I remember not fo wcllas to rclate it 
diftingly, how long I continued in this 
condition, nor the manner of my releaſe 
from it ; By rcaſon of which I muſt omit 
many confiderable circumftances. But :in 
general, after about two years added. to 
the theee years formerly mentioned, Lond 

or 
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Lord brake in upon me with a yery plen- 
tiful diſcovery of himſelf, and enabled me. 
to renew the aQings of my faith upon 
him. I was immediately thereupan tilled 
with joy and peace more than I can ex- 
preſs : being throughly convinced that 
there is a God, the Scripturcs were of his 
inſpiring, and that Chriſt was the Szviour 
of bclicving repentant ſinners. The Orcdi- 
nancesI injoyed were my meat and drink, 
the Sabbath my delight. I ſpeak not this, 
as if Thad that meaſure of faith, jy and 
delight as I ovght to have, or as many of 
the People of God (I ſuppoſe) have had ; 
but I call it filling ine with cheſe graces 
comparatively to what I formerly had ex- 
perienced. For in this whole Narretive 1 
am very fcarful to lic for the glory of God, 
by relating any work of his in me higher 
tharit was; and withal would be very loth 
to diminiſh, detract from, or conceal any 
of the merciful difpenſations of his love 
and gracc towards me. | 

Before I removed out of the Country 
where the Work which hath been the ſub- 
jcR of what is here written pali upon me, 
I conceive it uſeful to remember che de- 
portment of ſome Relations co me, with 
the frame of my hcart in reference thereto, 
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For, however I did endeavour to hide 
this great change from the eyes of all men, 
yet it had been as eafie for me to ſuppreſs 
s perfume, by ſhutting it in {the hollow of 
my hand. Grace as well as Sin hath che 
advantage of its kind, which is to diſcover 
it ſelf. T could not but retire my (elf often 
tocnjoy communion with God ; In which 
retirement, when ſome obſerved me, they 
did commend me; others reproached me, 
and ſaid, I grew bookiſh. One called me 
 Hypocrite, and (aid, A yourg Saint would 
be an old Devil. 

Such words troubled me greatly all the 
whilc I was in doubt of mine own conditi- 
on, as to my bcing in Chriſt ; And the par- 
ty that ſpake thern, was an eminent inftru- 
ment in the hand of the Devil to diſtreſs 
and diſcompole me. ' But aftcy I received 
from the Lord ſome taſtes and evidences of 
his Love, thoſe revilings and hard ſpeeches 
comforted me 3 for I cfieemed it my Glo- 
ry, to ſuffer ſhame for his Nzmes ſake. 

By this time, finding the place where I 
lived, in reference to Religion, without 
means of light, and (as the truit of it) ex- 
ccedingly finful, and prophanc, men and 
women [generally wallowing in brutiſh 
lafis, I grew'extrcam weary of livingin F | 
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and thereupon ſought God in Prayer ear-_ 
nefily,to-find a way of removing me, where 
I might have better example, becter texch-. 
ing, better helps and advantages,of perfe Q- 
ing what he had graciouſly begun in me, 
having had my ſoul often vexed,by hearing 
and ſceing, as Lot's was. In this,aftex a ſhort 
time,Sod anſwered me,mnclining the hearts 
of my Parents to ſend me to Lowdong and. 
placed me for a while with ſome Friends ja 

and near that City.Thigchange of place,and 
newneſs of acquaintance, produced new 
temprations : For though the Sced of God. 
abiding in me, kept in me (ome tenderneſs. 
of ſpirit, yet miny worldly diverfions from 
my former and more conftant fcllowſhip__ 
with God, brought me into a very drowſic 
temper, 1 lived with Profeſſors of Reli- 
gion, but found not the power of Chrifti- 
an Principles ating in them, eſpecially 
ſome of them, though from others I had 
help and encouragement ; But ſome were 
fo choaked with worldly cares, and drown- 
ed in carnal groundleſs jealoufics, as they 
became burthenſome and uncortfortable 
to thermalclves, and thoſe that converſed 
with them, eſpecially if they had*depen- 
dance on them, as I had, Nevertheleſs, 
he.that bringeth Good out of Evil, and \ 
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whoſe Covenant is, That ol things all 
work togetber for good to them that love 
Him, made uſe of that unacceptable quz- 
lity, to awaken me and cauſc me to reflc 
upon my declinings. | 
'God is a jealous God, and will ſuffer 
no coerival or competitor in the hearts of 
his Children : Thereupon to chaſten me, 
for ſuffering my foul to wander after, and 
mve'to worldly delights and expeRati- 
cas, he left a Pcrſon of Q_ licy, with 
whom [I iivcd, und-f#the dominion of an 
infirmity very natural to her, and very 
ſinful (the God of Mcrcy convince her 
ofſit, and reform her ) g oundl.(; Jeatoy- 
fie : An apprchenfion pofleft her by reaſon 
of it, tha: I had an unworthy defign upon 
her ; and as uutrue 5 it was,it put her,and 
ſhe me, by reaton of it, into s very great 
diſcompoſure, This paſſoge I ſhould alto- 
gether omit, if I could make the ftory of 
God's dealing with me in this cafe per- 
ſe& without it ; nor arc ſuch things to be 
ſlighted : For H:, without whoſe provi- 
dence, « Sparow falleth not to the grownd, 
ard by whom the baires of oxy bead are 
\. mumbered, muſt be eyed and acknow- 
3 ledged in all his wayes. The Children of 
'-  Fdeab, map lent of their Fathor to fee 
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the Face of God in a very Eſav. Now be- 
ing much burthen. d. und: r the Opprefſion 
of the foreſaid frlfls imaginatiop, I had 
(according to my former courſe) recourſe 
toGod, who lcalonably, and very ceffeu- 
ally preſented to my mind many paſlages 
of S-:ripture ; by which I was in ſome 
meaiurc recover<d from my backſliding : 
for a bc:tter nam: Ido not know it by: 
S\me of which were thele, Row. $. 2K 
BH Or we knew that all 1bings work rogerber 
or good to them that love God, Anothcr 
was, P(-l. 139. 13. Search mr, O God, 
knew wy bart, try me, and kuow my 
Piet: and ſee if there be any wicked way 
in mt; endlead me in the Way everlaſting, 
Thisl made uſe on, when the fear of an 
hypocritical flate was upon me, occafion- 
ned by my lare decays. 

Let 4" fuſe breeſly to point, at what 
they were, how they came, and -what . 
means God applyed to recover me. 

Aﬀtcr theſe things, (the whole life of. 
one in Chriſt being a warfare) I met with 
many conflicts ; and tti!l the moſt confiane 
one was about my Soul-ttaic, whether in 
Chriſt, or not in Chrift 4 reconciled ro God 
by his Blood, or not recons'lcd ?.and x | 
' row the remnant of Corruptibo, Lam not FP. 
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altogether delivered from this temptation 
at this very time. I received much efta- 
' bliſhment at one time from If. 27. 5, Let 
' bimtake bold of my ftrength, that be way 
" make peace with me , and be ſhall make peace 
wah me, At another time hearing this 
* Scripture read, Pſal. 25. 10. All the Paths 
"of the Lord are Mercy and Truth to ſach as 
* keep bis Covenants, and bis Teftimonies : 1 
* was affified 16 have very comfortable re- 
"fcRions upon it. By the Paths of the 
'Lord, I underfiood his providential Dif- 
*\penſarions, wherein he walks, as men do, 
«In a path to an intended end, which is the 
accompliſhment of his Glory, in bring- 
"ing the Seed of Chriſt to Glory. Now, 
"though the' Paths are exceeding various : 
Sometimes God lifts his People upz ſome- 
"rims he cafis them down; ſometimes he 
gives them victory oyer fin, Satan and 
'chemſelves; ſometimes he eaves them to 
be led captive, and then enlarges them 
.out of that Bondage, - for the molt part, by 
Aﬀtlicions ; One while he trycs their 
Grace, and gives them the ſenſe and com- 
fort of it; another while he chaftens Dif- 
obedience, and gives them-the fruic ,of 
that in mortification : But let che Paths 
of God be ncyer fo many, and fecm to lye 
| F never 
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never fo -croſs (as Road-wayes over. a 
Champion) yet are they all-Mercy evento 
thoſe that tatic moſt Severity and Truth, 
yea,though they ſeem contrary to his Pro- 
miſe, to them that keep his Covenant and 
his Tcftimonies. So that in. the way of 
obedience to his Teſtimonies, and” cleav- 
ing to his Covenant, I was: affured all hus 
Paths to me would be Mercy and Truth 
Ila. 3.12. Go end proclaim theſe words 
towards the North, and ſay, Return thou 
back ſliding Iſrael, ſaith the Lord, and 1 
will not Cauſe mine Anger 10 fall upon thee; 
For I am Merciſul, ſoith the” Lord, ang. I. 
will not keep mine Anger ſor ever ; only 86-* 
knowledge thine iniquity, that thou beſt © 
Irenſgreſſed «gainft the Lord thy Gog. Eve-. | 4: 
ry thing in this Text comforted me, .Firf- *. 7 
that God .cxpreft his '(prwaxdngls to,xg- +#A 
ceive wandering finners, by ſending, forth © 
a Proclartiation to invite their return. © Go 
end preclgim, faith he. Then, that this was 
dirccd to the wort fort: of kaners, Back: 
ſliders. The Backſlider feems to tell the 
World, that upon his particular experi- 
ence, there i is nothing worth enjoying in 
the Waycs of God; and this:is the worſt 
refleQtion upon then thin can be. None 
fo bad as falſe friends. Traytors in Ho 
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the worſt Traitors. Backſliding 7ſrae! not- 
withfianding is called upon to return. 
This I looked upon as an evil to which I 
was very prone, even to grow weary of 
the firit wayes of God, I will not cauſe 
mine Anger to fall wponthee : And again, I 
am Meyciful, and will not keep mine Anger 
for ever. I was convinced that I did de- 
ſerye preſent wrath and eternal wrath, did 
not Mercy thus fiep in; The laft thing is 
direQion to a duty, whereia to expe the 
diſpenſation of mercy, acknowledge thine 
iniquity that thou haſt tranſgrefſed, which 
requires not an empty heartleſs verbal 
Confeſſion, but Confeſhon with hatred of 
fin, Faith in the pardon of it ; and endea- 
vour to reform it. Pſal. 103. 8, 9. The 
Lord is merciful and graciew, ſl 1w to anger, 
. end plentcouws im Mercy : He will ax0t al. 
wayes chide, neither will be keep bis An- 
ger for ever. This place ſupported my 
Faith under the contideration of my mer- 
rit, which was Wrath from God, whereto 
he declares himſelf flow 3 and alſo it mi- 
niftred hope to me of deliverance from 
thoſe corrctive EffeRs of God's dilplea- 
ſure zgaintt fin in me, which he out of love 
laid upon me. Iſe. 41. 10. Fear net, for T 
am with thee ; be not diſmaied, fg I am by 
Ged. 


(33) 


God. Imvill firexgthen thee, yea, I wil belp 
thee , yea, *$ wil obold thee with the xight> 
band of my Righteouſneſi. This Text was 
applycd to me , when I was beſet with vas 
ricty of troubles, ſome inward, ſome out- 
ward. Many from tny (elf, reſpeRing the 
face 1 Rood 1 in, and the years I had attain- 
ed to + Some from my Relations inthe 
ficth, whoſe troubles were many,and fieir 
outward condition clouded ; and the fþt- 
ritual eftate of many of them , not ſach as 
I was fatisficd in. But from this place”; 
God, by the right-hand of his Rightcoul 
neſs c as he here calls it ) rediied out fup- 
port to me : Fear not , be not diſmayed. 
Wich both theſe did I'at this time contend, 
not only fear, but diſmaying , diſcouragt- 
ing fear; for both the nature , and dreſs 
of things , as the image of them appeared 
to me, was very tremendious: Therefore 
God applyed comfort to me in a term of 
* relation; I am thy God ; as ina gracions 
Promiſe of preſence, I will be with thee ; 
and unfolds what he means by being with 
me, viz, to help in every difficulty, and 
uphold under every burthen. 

Iſa. 26. 3. Thou wilt keep bimin perfer 
po, whoſe mind is poet pc thee, becauſe 

e Fruſterh in thee, Ibid, &.: 31, But they 
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#bat wiit-upon. the Lerd ſhall rexew their 
finength., they ſhall mount up with wings as 
Egglesy they ſball run, aud not be weary 
they ſhall walk,: «nd not be ſaint. 

--. John.3, 16, God fo loved the World, that 
be gave bu only begotten Son, that whoſrever 
beheveth in hy , fhould not periſh , but have 
Gr} afing: Life; Ia. 43:25. But T, even 

4m, he that blottcth out thy tranſpreſſion for 
mine.omn ſake: Plal, g2. $. I will inftrud 
thee, end teach thee in the Way that thou. 
ſhalt ga,. and guide thee with mine eye, Rom. 
4:5. To him that worketh avot , but believeth 
on him that jaſtifieth the ungodly , bis Faith 
counted for  Righteouſueff, Theſe Scrip» 
tuges. eminently holding forth the mot 
Eg A w Chriſtianity, were of very 
M4 5h me ,not once ortwice , but fo 
olt.gs1 had iccourſe to them, . which was 


very frequent, being oft in tryals , which: 


made them ſcaſonable 3, cfpecially Pſal. 


32.8. formerly. wrote down, was a Scrip- 
ture \which I: repaired tg in-all doubtlul: 
cafes. I was taught from Fob 3. 16. that 


the Love of Gad was the Fountain of my 
happineſs, being, that, out of which Chrilt 
himiclf was given'for-me. Rom. 4. 5.,.m- 


fiznRed'we,that a Rightequſnchs lard hold - 


on by: Faith ,, jukifies without the Tcaft ad- 
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dition of works wrought by me, which of 
how great uſe foever ( being indagd gne 
end of that which Chrift hath ſuffered and. 
done'for me,that I might be God's Work 
manſhip in him created to good works ) 
yet no material meritorious, no, or the 
leaſt moving cauſe why my perſon ſliould 
be accepted of God : In this reſpe& I 
- count them all loſt , as Paul did his , Ph 
« he x27 
The Prayer of Chriſt , recorded Fahy 
17. 20,21,22,23,24., afforded me fogreat 
Comfort , that I cannot be ſatisfied with- 
out leaving a particular account of it. The 
words are, Neither pray I for theſe 4lond;but 
for them alſo that ſhall believe in me thirow 
their Word , that they may be all one , ' as thou 
Fatber art in me and Tin thee , that they al- 
ſo may be one in ws,that the World may believe 
that thou baft [ext me : And the Glory Which - 
thou gaveft me , T have given then, that they 
may be one even 4s we areome. '1 in them, and 
tbeu in me , 1bat they may be made perfei in 
one, and that the world may know that thiii” 
baſt ſent mr, and baſt loved them #t thou buſt 
loved me. -._ re 
Father, I wil that they alſe whom that 
given ne," be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory which thou beſt given 
Da  _- met 
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wme':: For thou loved} me before the Founda- 
tiog 'ofughe World, The Love of Chiift, 
in theſe words ſet forth , did, and doth fo 
'drink up my ſpirit, as L am like one drunk- 
en with Wine, not able to (pcak of the 
ſweetneſs of it. Well, to underſtand, and 
favour his Words in this Prayer, is (if 
E know any thing of ſuch entertaiment ) 
to be led into his Banqueting-houſe , and 
Wine-cellar-z of whole Love the Song of 
Solomon (pcaks. 

Le being my lot to live in an age where- 
in Erroar abounded , I think fit to menti- 
on thole Scriptures , which perſwaded me 
from. (ome of thoſe Errours , of the moſt 
dangerous nature,as molt evidently againſt 
the: foundation of that Covenant , which 
God-had confirmed to me. The one was 
the frecdom-of an unregenerate will to be- 

- lieve in Chriſk, Ephef. 2. 8. it is thus writ- 
ten, By Grace'Je are ſavedthorow Faith , 
and- thet not of your ſelves; it is thegift of 
God. Beſides the expericnce I had of my 
netaral - inability to receive Chriſt by 
Faith ,-this Fext tells me expreſly , That 
men have it not from themſclycs , but 
thac,: it # the Gift of God. 

\ Ebave: heard this'to be a'point of great 
conteoyerlic among the Learned 3- where» 
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in, if the experience of a ſinner burthen- 
ed with guilt, may moderate, I doubt not 
but to have a determination to the ſenſe1 
have given. 

Again, Fer. 31.19. 1 read thus, Afrer 
I wa turned , d repented, and after I was 
inftruced, I ſmote upon my thigh : I was 


* aſhamed, and even confounded , becauſe I did 


bear the reproach of my youth, This place 
ſhews, that God's work upon us, goes be- 
fore our works towards him z>Man cannot 
turn till he is turned, or (mite upon his 
thigh, before he hisanfiruRted, I therefore 
agree with thoſe, who fay that the carnal 
will is in bondage to fin,as well as the car- 
nal mind , ncither of them being ſubjeR 
to the Law of God, or canbe :; Fori do 
Eonceive , that without ſupernatural: in- 
firuQRion ( which I take to be the ſame 
with ſpiritual Illumination, or an Anoint- 
ing which tcacheth all chings ) the will is 
altogether incapacitated to chuſe aright- 
Nor am I afhamed to acknowledge thofe 
whoſe labours God hath uſed to inform 
and edific mc. Mr, Pemble upon Faith and 
Grace , was a book I took much pleaſure 
in, as that which made things clear to me, 
which I formerly underſtood little of. 1 
anderfiood the better what was written by 
D 3 him, 
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him, becauſe I had experienced the truth 
of his Notions. So much tor freedom of 
will. 

As to Pcrſcvcrance , which is another 
truch much oppoſed, I have -eftabliſh- 
ment in'it from Fob# 10.28, A4n4 [I give 
unto them eternal Life , and they (hal never 
periſh, neither ſhall any man pluck them our 
of my hand. My Fatber which gave them 
pte , w preater than all, and no man u# able 
to pluck them out of my Fathers band. This 
ſaying of our Lord , preterves me from be- 
ing infc&cd with that C:rnal, rotter,rack- 
ing Opinion , that a true juftificd perſon 
may fall from that fate, and that Chiifi 
and Satan change members daily. 

I proceed to the laft Rage of my tra- 
vels ,';about which 1 intend gny farther 
difcourlc $ 4 and that +i # bitebot z for 
thither the hand of providence led me 5 
and ja 2 ſhorc tame afrer | came thither , I 
wet with a change of my condition , from 
tingle- to marricd.- The dealings of God 
with me in this 'place and fiate-, were 
00 remarkable to be palt over in fi- 
lence. 

New 1<&ations call for new duties; new 
duties require-new. graces, and are, as |. 
laid befgic; awendedwith new teyals: 1" 
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fin flicking cloſe to the whiole man, en- 
deavours to promote it fclf by cywry 05- 
Ccurrence in this world. 

The forrows and bitterneſs that every 
enjoyment Jn this life is attended with, 
derives its Original from . fin. And al- 
though the comforts I mer with in wor. | 
age, were many , and f(uch as that fiate at- 
fords to few , in Jandry particulars, yet'l 
found yanity enotigh in it alſo, teaching 
me to ſay, Arife , and go hence, for this is 
not thy reſt : Yet i in all my ftraics , ll Ke 
was near that helped me : and how bad 
ſoever my naughty heart behaved it (elf, 
yet he that for his own fake loveth, and 
ſaveth, did deliver me. 

God gave me to find favour 


cyecs 
of the Governours , and chief "lh 
that Court, and generally I did not OBiferve 
any to be an enemy to me, at firlt, till fone 
began to deſpiſe, and hate me partly for 
my Profeſſion , and partly out of fome iN. 
tle envy , which thoſe places abound wi 
Now , for a perfons of my years and inter> 
eft,, not to begin.a buildivg of worldly 
happineſs upon ſuch a foundation , is very 
unuſual : For my partT.am willing total 
to my (elf the. ſhame of cel ing” the cl 
fell ints this flare ; onl y t hxdtigh 
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jvg mecxperimentally , that Me of higb 
degree are aly:; and ſhewing mc good rea- 
foo , why he commanded me to ceaſc from 
them. 

To relate the particular Tryals that 
ere I met with, would argue my memory 
ver tenacious of fuch things , and appear 

uncomely in other reſpe@s. The mitcar- 
riages of Profeſſors in this age, is top noto- 
rious, and God hath made their ſufferings 
g5 vifzblc. 

To ſet forth God's dealings with me in 
thoſe times, is that which I am carrying 
on. I remember that my approach to Mar- 
riage was with great perturbationof mind; 
for c h my afteQionswere deeply enga- 
ecu God provided for mc,and 
haverom thence to this day grown up, 
and that upon fuch principles , as will en- 
dure whcn my relation to him, :5 a wife , 
{hall ccaſe ; yet worldly carcs did preſent 
themſelves to me in great multitudes; the 
Deyil providing inſtruments to help that 
bulinc(s of his forward 3 who frequently 
fold me how unhappy I ſhould be, iffuch 
things and ſuch things fell out : I dare 
lay the parties ſought my good in it inten- 
orally” AS Peter did his Malters , mO—— 


it held me not long : the Lord ſoon ſhew- | 


- 


he prayed him to ſpare himſelf : yet w 
their diſcourſe to meas Peters was , temp- 
ting toſin. It would be very unhanſome, 
to enter into the particulars of the things : 
but in the toſs and heat of them all, my 
heart was up to God for a word of {upport, 
who gave it mein the words ſpoken to 
Foſpus, Chap, 1. verſ. 5. repcarcd by the 
Apoſile , Heb. 13. 5. Iwill never leave thee, 
nor forſak: thee. Upon my firſt rcfleRi- 
ons on this text,I knew not what tomake 
of it , nor underfiood that it was to my 
caſe : but a while after, being in company 
with a very eminent Divine ( upon what 
occaſion I know not now) he fell intodiſ- 
courle upon that Scripture, and faid, That 
it was _— from the foregoing verle , 
that that Promife was by the Apolile main- 
ly intended to arm people: againfi thoſe 
worldly cares , that attend a inarricd life, 
His words brought me to remembrance , 
how it had becn by the 1mmediate Voice 
of God , whiſpered to me when I was cx- 
erciſed with thoſe kind of diftraQtions ; 
and I was ſarprized with ſuch ſudden com- = 
fort from it, that (though I ſaid nothing, 
my very looks diſcovercd it to the party } 
who enquiring of mc , found the relation 
of it , which now I makc. At another 
time 
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time , being under the fear of many dan' 
gers ,” which I foreſaw I was like to meet 
with, I was rclieved by reading T/-. 48. 
17. This ſaith the Lord, thy Redemer , the 
boly One of Iſrael, I am the Lord thy Ged , 
which teacherd thee to profit ; wHith leadeth 
thee by the way which thou ſhouldft go. 
Hence God confirmed me in the belief 
of his continued care over tac in my wil- 
derneſs- walk , and removed in fome meca- 
fare my tormenting fears. At another 
time , having fala under ſome aftiicting 
providence, but what it was I have for- 
gotten , God directed me to look into the 
cauſe of it'from Iſa. 48.18. O that thou 
badft bearkened to my Commandments , then 
bad thy prace been as a River , and thy righ- 
Feouſneſs as the Waves of the Sea. This place 
was applyed by me , as a reproof for my 
carnal converſation , * and that not 1impro- 
perly ; for 1 believe God taught me fo to 
apply ir; though I conceive withal , that 
t-was originally uttered as an Expoſtulati- 


#.," on with thoſe who pervert Goſpel-Light 
- and Golpe]-Datiecs, turning them into a 
{... covenant of works , as the Jews then did, 


._  #n@ xs many rominal Chrittians now do; 
. hereby forlaking a Spring of living Wa- 
ter, fbx a ctackr veſſel , os dirty puddle: 
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At another time IT was ſcriouſly '(poritig + © 
upon my ſelf, and turning my thoughts 
upon the frame ot my heart , I'obſerved © 
{uch emptinets of Grace , ſuch fulncls'of © 
Sin, fainting in my lpirit , | aid withm © 
my (elf, How can God take the leaſt pltaſure 
in ſo wretched a Creature ? Then was the 
laying of David, 2 Sam. 25. 5. brought to 
remembrance : Alibough wy houſe” bene 
ſo with Grd, yet bath be made with me an 
everlaſting Covenant , ordered in all tFings, iT; 
and ſure, Hence 1 collected, that "it Da- Y 
vids happin«(s, of whom God gives (o high 
a Teftimony , depended on. an evezlaſtitng, 
well-ordered Covenant, as the only bafis 
of it, it became ine to lodge minethere 
alſo, what ever my peafonal qualificaygons, 
were, q 
The fiation in which I Rood, had at ano Wy 
ther time occafioned a long Nluchbet 40+ 17500 
me , wherein 1 had not my former fenſe*” I Fo 
of the working of Grace, doe Dake 2 -\L fy 
w—_ Chrilt : The vexation that it gaie! of 
, kept mc from total flupidity z/' bait i3- 
clnbibacd longer than ſuch kts uſed rodo xd | 
for I found not that genuine frame < of. 
mind, which I had: formerly to God J 7 | 
his wayes'; Then was I wondezfully wor! 
ken 1 in- upon , froth 1ſa. 544, 4, 5:69 


= LJ 


Fs 
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x0, 11. eſpecially that which ſetled me as 
upon a Mountain , was the tenth verſe , 

Where it is (aid ,- For the Mountains ſhall 
depart , and the Hills be removed ; batt my 
kindneſs ſhall net depart from thee , neither 


ſaith the Lord that bath mercy pou thee. 
This was ſo remarkable s'pafſage,as I went 
to ſeck a place to pour out tears of joy , 


ever I cxperienced true contrition, and.a 
+ heart ofſtoneturned into a heart of ficſh,it 
was at this time. 
I was at anothertime, much affe&cd 
from the conſideration of God's familiar 
. dealing with finning man, in thoſe inti- 
+ mate expreſhions of love , and alluring in- 
vitations, by which he ſecks todraw men 
after him, expreft under ſuch taking ob- 
jects, Prov. 8. 17,18, 19, 20, 21. I love 
theme that love me; and rboſe that ſeek me 
early, ſhall find me. Riches and Homour 
are with me,yea, durable Riches aud Rigbte- 
ouſneſs, My fruit #4 better than Gold, yea, 
thay munch fine Gold ;, and my revenue , than 
choiſe Silver. T lead in the way of right couſ- 
weſs,, inthe mid(t of the paths of judgement ; 
that I may Cauſe thoſe that love me , toinbe- 
rit ſubftenee ; «nd Twill fill their OS. 
_ 0 


ſhall the Covenant of my Peace be removed, 


1Nning from a heart melted with love. If 
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Ta a time of darkneſs and perplexity of 
heart , by reaſon of it , 1 was infulted over 
by Satan, as if he had obtained now a con+ 
queli over me : Then did the Spirit of God 
ſuggeſt theſe words unto me, Micab 7.8. 
Rejoyce not againſt me, O mine enemy! 
though I fall, I ſha) riſe again ; when T fit 
in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be @ light unto me. 

Many other comforts , at ſungry times , 
from feveral Scriptures, were given in, frt- 
ted to the temptation that I was at ſuch 
times under , which I have ſinful 
gotten,the Lord pardon me j 
cy : Some I can give the | Dune 
of, becauſe I wrote them in a Paper-book, 
which have now by me; as 1 Fobn 8. 9. 
If we confeſs our fins , be is faithful and juſt 
to forgive #6 our fins. Here , pardon of ſin 
is annexed to confeſſion of fin ; and it is 
a very comfortable place, when rightly un- 
derftood, & made uſe of, for it implies the 
knowledge of a ranſome for fin, and Faith 
in a redecmer;for by the tenure of the Law, 
fin is uupardonable; Curſed (faith it) i eve- 
ry one that continueth not in all things writ- 
ten inthe book, of the Law,to do them. Hence 
no forrow for fin,turning from fin, crying 
for: pardon of fin, can obtain it without 
the Mcdiation of him , who Wn 
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Tout an. offering for fin. Bat the common 
uſe that people make if it, who confeſs 
fin formally, and reſolve to practiſc it fub- 
Rantially , is an abhorrence to God, and 
3l| that have the Image of God fiampt on 
them : Ie bave done thoſe things, lay they, 
which we ought not to kave dine; andwe 
have left undme thoſe thrags, which we ought 
to bave done, and might add | we reſoive 
fo to. do fiill } elle what means their re- 
furning from the (olemnity of their D:- 
vations, to Swearing, Drunkennels , 
Whoredomy. and all abominations that 
 tye 3 of their luftful hearts. Ir 
hath troub'cd me ſorgly , to hear carnal 
pcople make-the way-to Heaven fo broad 
ard calie in their diſcourſe, paint-blank 
againſt what Chriſt faid of it : andit is a 
concluding argument they know it not. 
That God is merciful , and Cirilt dyed 
for linners, arc Precious truths , and of 
concernment to faln man , none greater: 
*# Yet do multitudes encourage themfelves 


periſh , for one who obeains Salvation by 
them; 

I have brzen often quickned t> duty 
from Heb. 6:12. Be nat ſ{tbful, but follo:v- 


ers of my , Who through Faith ang Patience 
inkertt 


from them to live m fin, and thereupon - 
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inberit the Promiſes, I found Faith and - 
Paticnce of ablolute neceſſity in- all obe- 
dience, 'whethct aQtive or pallve : Nor 
miay I omit the encouragement to obedi- 
ence laid down , verſ. 17. and 18. .of that 
Chapter , wherein God 1s willing more + 
bundantly , to (ſhew- unto the heirs ofthe 
Pcomiſe,the immutability of his Counſels, 
confirmed it by an Oath, that by two 1mz 
mutable things , in which it' is not poſſible 
for God to lye, they might have flirong 
conſolation, wha are fled for reſuge to the 
hope ſet before them. Where Þ further 
noee a. diſtingwiſhing charaQter- of a ſound 
Believer 3 he. is faid here to fly for refuge 
to the hope (ct before him :; For I do:not 
think , that in tune of fore diftrefs under 
the burthen of fin,any but ſuch asin whony. 
Chriſt dwels, can fly to him for refuges 
though they may have other great accom 
pliſhments , fuch. as to be enlightned to 
talie the Heavenly Gift, to be partakers of 
the. holy Ghoſt; and taſte the good Word' 
30d , and the Powers of the World'to" 
; as is ſaid of ſome, verſ, 4.5, The' 
wordsalſo : Heb. 7. 25. have been of ftand- 
ing ſupport to me : He #s able $0 ſave them” 
tothe uitermoft, that come to-God _ 


Him, ſeeing be ever liveth tomgke interce o} 
"1" 
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0 for them, And thus much of the mu, 
remarkable things which befel me before 
the beginning of my long lickneſs: | 

' About the beginning of April, in the 
year58, I was taken with a violent cold , 
which was exceeding common at that 
time; fince when I cannot (ay, that I have 
had one healthy day, as before, but diftem- 
pers have increaſed upon me , with very 
troubleſome EffeRts and Symptoms. Un- 
der this viſitation , I have had great expe- 
rience of God's gracious dealing with me 
in my. weakneſs : I had recourſe to the 
words ofthe Prophet, Fer. 9. 23, 24. Tbw 
ſaith the Lord, Let mot the ftrong man glory 
in bis ſtrength , &c.” But let bimthat gluri- 
eh, glory in this, that be underſtandetb , and 
knoweth me, that F am ihe Lord , who excr- 
ciſe Loving -kindneſi, Judgement and Righte- 
euſn:ſi in the Earth. Allo the ſaying of 
the Apoſile, Jam. 1. 12. was of great uſe 
to me: Bleſſed is the wan that entluretb 
temptation , for when be is tryed ," be ſhall 
Tecorve the Crewn of Life, which the ig 
bath promiſ:d to themtbat love him. 

While chcſe things paſt on ,. finding in - 

my elf many ſigns of approaching morta- 
lity,, I was very converſant in the more 


ſerious thoughts of Eternity 3 'and I ofc 
Was 


OY 


S300 = =» = 


”" 


- any report of what they had ſeen ; which 


Chap. 38. 17. Have the gates of death been 
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was thinking with my (elf, Oh that I had 
a crevice,in at which to look,that I mi 
ſee che tiate of ſouls departed. Satan (who - 
loſes no opportunity ) cook the -hint of 
cheſe rhoughes , becauſe I did fornerime 
utter them , and. interpoſed this ſuggefti- 
on , That there was no ſuch enjoyment of 
God after dcath, as men talked on ; -and to 
make it good, infianced in thoſe who were 
raiſed rom the dead , as Extarts, Dorcas, 
and thoſe that aroſe at the ReſurreRion 
of Chrift, «nd went into the City, and ap» 
peared to miny z none of all whickmade 


no doubt they would have done, if they 3 
had been partakers of fiich happinels as © | 
forme ſpexk of, My curiofity in this, God | 
reproved in the words ſpoken to Feb, 


opened unto thee ? or,beft thew ſeen the doors 
of the ſhadow of death ? As if he ſhould fay, 
The things thou enquireft after, are i&- 
"bs «br dayton of labChepter, Tb 

Ia t that. , & als 
fo read, how God argued Fob, dia ew 
mec,imo « conviction of what a poor worth 
man is, as being wanble to ſeaxch-into , or _ ; 
give an acconat of his RR ng 4 
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tion; in the belietaf the happineſs of Saints 
departtd, prefented to me, Fobs 14. 1. 
Lett: your hearts be troubled. , ye beliove 
##. Gd, believe alſo.in me. In my, Fathers 
Houſe are many. Manſons ; if it were nt ſo, 
1 would baue told you 5. Igo toprepare aplace 
for you; andif 1 goto es a place far you, 
4 will come again 8nd receive you to- my ſelf, 
| #hat where ] am, there ye may be alſo. 

Tis intiruQted me, and hinted to me 
myathcjſm, aid anbtlief, as, the, proper 
root of {uch thoughts, as I had. been tam- 
pering with 3.it thereupon humbled me, 
pa drew me nearer, to Chriſt, 

,. One thing I may not here. omit, being 
, a very.canfiderable note for practical di- 
reion. _ Upon! a certain dey, about this 
time, thc Lord's S 4pper.,was to be celebra- 
ted by.the Church. at Weſtminſter, into the 
fcllowlhip of which,.I had through great 
; mercy'obcained adwifh vn... Inche morn- 
wg before 1 went, L, had 2 great indiſpo- 
ſednels to go, and would..ave beep glad, 
ofany ſlight hinderance, yet (tirred up by 

conhdering Heb, 30. 25-1 Forſuke.!r:05, 3h 
aſſembling of your ſelves pogether, 4 the Men: 
a I;cares Shares: 
t, Chuxch)) wer: 
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which was, -Senfified Aﬀeftions ;.in tha. | 
prolecution of whichabeforgang aſter that : 
day, he ſpent muchciine ;, That, which boa 
ake then, ws. by the pres of Gat 
much'ſet upon my heart, notwithſtanding | 
the dead frame I came thither in. {Sb 'S : 
being ended,''I went.,to the place pyhens, 7 
the' Church met to. 9 Bread _ K | 
might likewiſe partake ,ofthat lo 
There God met che with grey col | 
ment, .of heart, 10 the, (ep(s, of of hip nigh 
Grace ſet forth in that Oxdinance, than; fy 
my remembrance I, even had had beſorn Oh 
fince : It put: me,into,.a deep. mou 
ing over a finful heart, and.made mg preſs; 
after a«morc clear manifcfiatios, of my;be- 
ing at peace with him, by a holy conver» | 
Cation; To this God. \Eavc in,a promiſe. 
containing both , Mrcab,7.19..,He: will 
ſubdue | our iniquities, and theu wilt caſt ll 
or ſins into the depth of the Sea. , To-buxy 
ſin in the ſatisfaQtion, ENS for it, and to 
ſibduc it; jo ar then. c x6ign0 of It, are: 
the highefi attainments on ,this fide Heas,.. -. 
ven, where.the remains, of: It will mr * 
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tions tc compared to that rule , the leaft 
_ tranſyreffion whetebſ is fin ; their imper- 
\ feQtions ure fo far from being concealed , 
\ as indeed they appcer to be worſe ſpots, 
than the fpors of God's Children. 
** ' Theſe being the moft remarkable ings 
which 1 remember did attend my being at 

. - Hom T.think i my duty to fay foine- 

_ the mind Ibroyght thither , and 

ange wrought m it rhere. 

My birth and education was from thoſe 
* ' who had depcndanct upon the Cour of the 
b lare King, whoſe intercft was ſo much 
| woven into his, that in rhe late miferable 
Wers they did adhere to him, to the great 
reducement of their Families , of which 
} being one , hid a deep ſhare of ffcring, 
ad was uccor  imbicrered againſt 
che aſruments oft, T-came not only out 
of the "Country with this mind, bat I 
brought it into his Family who had been 
2 chitf infirument of thoſe great Changes 3 
| againſt whole perfor [partly upon the for- 
- tax reafon , but principally from the fio« 
nes 1 had hard -of im ) Thad ſufficient 
, © Prejudice. Now, chat I'may right him for 
t'wrOn on On thy Revs 
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- world without Jeklar GW vj 
from him 3 whentig;; xf$could fuſfficiens- © 
ly d:monfrate how-litcde: I ambyaſſed by |: 
carnal worldly motives' chat; IE 
; fMay, would guin-theigeeareraccep 
tl. That many of hys +Gtiogy hat res either, 
by tor the matter of them,or maner 19 which,” 
or end to whichthey weve mg 
voke God to pour .conterpt ad fu 
upon him and his in the view ofthe wox 
fince his death , and chat-moſt quitiy or 
God. doth nothing unjuftly)) 1s motteyt- 
dert * teaching us to teremble before him 
alwaycs; For even our God is pk re. 
fire, Yet noth withſtanding , | bur 
the'txuth. in uarighteouſnels; did /Þ not 
from many obſervations, þ Sethes that he 
was(in my ) a man rer Faich. 
and ng dota found 
2mong the ſons of men 2 Qae, who hid 
the clear underftandiang of 
and lived in the power: of ze: f the ith 
of hisſucprizal in firong temptation eat@e- 
ted, ) Qne to whom Cheifiwas dear, and 
{ -<very thing that ſeemed area - | 4" 
} of Chris tarwpe on it, . without 'diltind KS. 
| ons.of this or chac Sc. - Whence | bay e 2:3 
heard men' Gy (and I'be eve | i 
teuly) That he wavapt ts Induige p: ratomr- = 
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ﬆd Hoſmeſg,ntakhe apparent hurt 'of | 

In: atitwhrd; Breſt es! feaxful- to: beat 
dbwiany:thingarhich God: would: haye 
Hand 4 Andihajhbeen heard tro fay, That 
there: were fewiSe@samong Chrifiians, in 
- Which. ſamtthing:of-God wasinorito be 
ſnd, which: muti agt'be-detiroyrdsHow | 
- Comme of theny dedureguite: himy T:doubr 
bucithey have had lettarc fincertocon- ; 

We: aetoviit lm tee #171 brig oat c | 
+ Andzpto the Cauſe which heaaslo great 
5 patrom of, 1t! Was Pubbck Keforwation 
Which yhto themes co ctikEt.in; is wule 
k tram \chp@19jutt. (candals 1yehich 
t Sidt Rehgiop have drought upon 
if] dophs ps: mocent'the.xcfurredtion. of 
it; than of: knip<, omnarche laty day: And | 
.wheh- wiekgdo men £ have; oifhcd:iithew 
taofarcfliens}) and; fil d them: micdflires, 
they ofhal! receive the irewartorof chem. 
wiljadzdmgytr;thortly ano what 
| ertzn, 51nd bath judged Sort tals 
rggdyzofo whom: tpcals 5: indfrgillyudge 
Vice tbbelergadother Ago be:.patl, and | 
tyylt oot at long:z1100) Him yoherdore; | 
p84: gating] udgeamengabledha it, | | 
 ovEi tail ified concinde wiehs 
9 $r3bÞ myudying ab# honebok, ;ligþ ab 
©” ageplns preing 
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The f6rm I was bred under; w 
copal;”*againtt which T had: nont 
mind,'than all perſons" have agaii | 
wherein they are edacaced ;' and'of "the 
contrary 'to which they any a 
thing,” "Thr Society I couverſed vie 
my firft comming to Linden, was;* hoe 
reriavis. "That which Iclofed with er 
came to Weſtminſter, 'was Congre aa 
or T#dependent 1 tor" fo they hai 
been \diftinguiſhed, ' The Tra\l "ink ind wo 

man being through ignot#ate mifttb!s*[t 
15-n0 cafie thing 6 atraitf' to! ftabiliry wh 
can it be nll Truth fxevir” 1 _—_ thoſe 
fall under the deſerved! chatkcer of Wa: 
vering minded men,Whd} ear inthe! 
wayes of truth, atid'tHerttctHf Mio,” 
that retreat'is diſhonoilrable : "Fi was.” 
| not Pals etrour, to th aige bir Fic t1ipn 
Converſion ; though T/have® hearth IH 
| Turks 'chirge him' eh '* Hite 
| to be fare” the Fews' Ui "But 
bewitched Galatians to begin in the 


irit t, 
| | andto'feek way by the' works Wh hi ..' 


The 


5 Law; is dangerous Apollity.” 
Ta paFſrom' Epiſcopacy to Prefbyt 
thene@"e6*: wy, and "then ©( 


outwatd ) to rety back | G «IF f: 
(yea,twigh they men tare lf fg yo 
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; "Ul coxpinly merit no better name, than 
. Time:ſerving. Bat not to be too ready in 
condemning others ; that which I have 
. todo, is, to affign the reaſon of mine own 
prackce : It is little of the ſpirit of dif 
\<c:ning 1 pretend to; yer, if 1 haveany 
W- the Spirit of Chriſt , and hope of eter- 
Hal Happineſs, I muſt not quit all claim to 
its From that little of it which I have, I 
do profeſs; 1 have been acquainted with 
very Holy Mev of all the forc- named dif- 
erent. Perſwafions, and have not been a 
_. Jierle (eandalized at the behaviour of ome 
_ "of thera towards their difſenting Brethren; 
whg hare little, practiſed that Goſpel 

Grace \ Forbear once ; as clearly command - 
cd in the Word as any other dutie, It 
is 9 new or rhing , that there 

ſhould be found the 'eff. ts of comity be- 
twetn the Sced of the Woman , and the 
feed of the Scrpent: But that Chriſt ſhould 
be devided , is neither lawful, comfortable 

nor comety. 

* And now tothe mh why Late down 
'with brdependanys. in fpiricual Communi- 


þ ,., on, it was, Becauſc Efound them agree- 


7» O {ing wi. the other two 1p all fqndameotal 


© ah _— Foun "*<o 
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cihulayrinieha inanth 
I obſerved , that in 


a 
ſeparated begwiner the. precio nd the - 
ave unregene- 7 


vile, Tegenerate - 

rate , by the lame. rules and now of + 

Gindtion. 468 
Even ſome men dd fo. | 


Uſeer and _ with ſome few 
and the Presbyterians generally went <2 
way 2: but then in practice they call chany _ - 
i whom in DodQtrine they prononncs 
Prophenc,admitting them to thoſe 


inftitutions , which arc the pony EF 
ledges of the Saints. | 


| Ando fie whis herd, hey tal ; 
wy ware > , andother Chag-! - 
in tk Apotfiles eunes 3 4 
travel further , even to the old a Gn _ 
of the 7:5 ,- to ſhow how. gortupt's' | - 
Church may: be, and yet pubs 26 
ſence of a Church ;>when 4ach = 
woman as I, am apt to think , theig time ,- # 


would be better ſpeat'in ir = [ 


old leaven, that the body 
bony , 1 Cor. 5.7. 
weld mote 


This at an adventuee 
to them, in I —_——— 
hone; which from the | 


A "<4 \ 4 L a0 \ J 
x -onverfion, ud. witcd ind comforted 


me. 
Abd -let/it haffae, that H cad (ay no 
more-for my. ſelf& herein, becauſe 1 am 
not able to try hard Arguments, or untie 
knotty Controverlies , plenty of owhich 
L:am told the differences berwixe them 
= afforded. | 'Nay, I mult confeſs, 

L yit 1 underftand not- what thoſe things 
are, that. give them their different deno- 
minations,: though: Ithave heard itrin de- 
batea ofeen 3 (6 _ —_— 41d 1t 


leave upon: me: 7; 216 1 2010 


This only I find, has Epiſcopery ( (in 
it$-dafi; ri tukion) : comes attended? with 
ſuch;[Prophantds,; a5 the very fight of it 
hath; made :me- rejoyce-an'the' hopes of 
htingdelivercd/by death, from 'bcholding 
thoſe; judgements avhich-I fear? with fall 
npon/ome of my (deareſt relations, 'for? 
| — gs 
E - . <eps piacts , aft 
A And, obyugpon: dhe * canidedation 

| of. Rar written; Oh \you'my 
unregcyFratg unacquaintance (and dnch of 
- my che ; a5 Axcicim [that -condition ) 
I Peers wy 
Ki. \ «Ro $5101.55 offs £0: 911TH 
= xi 4 Tell 


" 
. " 
—— p 'V - 
pobltnr 
- 


Tell Me dnet'y; whet 


[ Ls d 
ory f 
The Narrative I 'have made of- GolPs 


dealing' with me, T-folemnly profcfs to 
- be in every tittle trac, bur nor: by much 
all 'that- which might . have eee ſaid ; 
I hive cauſed -it to be written, 'int that 
which IT account my laft fickneſs;, with 
nonie-other intent, but 'to give God the 
glory of his dealing with me, and bring 
you to! happineſs the Hke Way. 


Now, \Can you think that tht  grtar work, 
was from Stan ? Mouy. 8 

lc is true, Satan tempted and troubled 
me-in my childtibod} 'bac- I'was "mus 
to Chriſt by it, - ©5V? \z 

Did Stan intend that; think you! 7. | 2! 

And bath Chrift' in vequital of "Fifa 


kindneſs therein, retarwe# me he bark #5 O_vee 
feat ro:bims 2: 1 7 05 rh, ©3143 

+Jadpe;'T pray you, in your acl rricin 
thoughts ;- for 1: to your Tonſd-' 
ences frory your w outlaws”. F 
oatof your gy mags to 
on, yall 
converſation b- 
tle romeyorui” tha 


q works) Proc pay Kol 34nd: -; 


ir a” it is held out , Cent- 
wk to you from roy youth, and 


peal to that knowledge yet , without 
or Was nat my whole carriage as 
offence , as the, generality of 
6KE is, if not moxe free and gaining ? 
How comes it then that fin ſhould betmade 
#%; burthenſeme to we, when yau ſeem to 
| bear i ſo lightly? 
 — My Soul hath oft "UN" for you in 
- ſecret, God knows; and I was encoura- 
| thereta , becauſe, for ſome God heard 
, and delivercd them out ob their del- 
# penate ligte, | 
7  Qeiginal (in. hath dxcadfully defaced 
the Principles of Truth, and Lnkned 
- the Beams of Light, that once were in 
5 -henet' yer. nt ſo totally, but that . 
| appeal. co. the remnants of them in 
+ you", whether you do not think this that 
| hath beqn-ſajd, is the work of God, bring- 
ing; hom, 8 lo: 6xeature, and leading 3 
; | io Honey in the. Ny 


x4 
oof 
kr 


on TIE 
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himſelf was raiſed , Epheſ.1 97 26” an 
am kept by no lcfs-Power to: this very 
day, ” : 
And if fo, then , as Danirl ſaid to Nebu- 
chadnezzar , Let wy counſel be accepted of 
you; Break off your finSByRepentance z 
your - unbelicf by Faith; your fſuperſtiti-_ 
on ignorance and prophaneſs ,*by Puri- 
ly , Integrity, and a found underftanding 
of the Wayes of God, in his Worſhip, 

You lictle think how oft Lhave fought 
God for you herein; wherein, if T obtain 
anſwer , I ſhall at length meet yorſkas co- 
heirs. of the Refi purchaſed by Chrift : 
However the cleQion of God (hall fiand , 
and he knoweth who are his. 

And let what I have hezein declared, 
remain upon record, as a witneſs of what 
| God hathdone for ſome , and particular- - 
ly for me, againſt choſe who in deſpite of 
all kindes of teaching , whether. by word 
or cxample,do violently purſue their lufts, 
; to their eternal and molt juſt de | 


. * T + 
He by a L | 
_ 4 , » 
” Was * 
. 6 % . 
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